
Introductory Lesson
Lesson Plan for Grade 5/6, English Language Arts

Prepared by Hira Zahid

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How is Canada a Rainbow?

OUTCOMES and INDICATORS

Focus of this lesson will primarily be ELA:

Grade5:

CC5.4

Use a writing process to experiment with and produce multi-paragraph 
narrative (including stories that contain dialogue), expository (including 
reports, explanations, letters, and requests), and persuasive (including 
letters) compositions that clearly develop topic and provide transitions for 
the reader.

(j)Experiment with different forms including poems, short scripts, and 
journal entries to communicate and demonstrate understanding.

Grade 6:

CC6.1 

Create various visual, multimedia, oral, and written texts that explore 
identity (e.g., Your Choices), social responsibility (e.g., Looking for 
Answers), and efficacy (e.g., Systems for Living).

(c) Create a variety of visual, oral, written, and multimedia (including digital) 
texts including personal narratives, responses or reactions to reports, 
articles, instructions, explanations, letters, illustrations, diagrams, leaflets, 
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stories, poems, storyboards, cartoons, skits, or short video scripts.

ACTIVITY/LESSON

1. Introduction to Essential Question: How is Canada a rainbow?

2. Hook: Read my project to the students, to show them an example of 
what we will be working towards over the next few weeks. 

3. Discuss the guidelines of the project the students will be working on: a 
written piece either short story or poem on a social studies topic that we will 
be studying in class, alongside an artistic representation reflecting their 
topic.

4. Introduce to them their project portfolio which will encase all the work 
they are doing to lead up to the final project.

5. Students will be asked to discuss what they think the essential question 
means (in groups of 4). 

6. Class will then have a discussion on what the students as a whole 
believe the essential question means. These answers will be recorded and 
kept. If possible, they will be put on either a bulletin board or the left 
whiteboard so the students can refer back to it. In the case that neither is 
an option, we will make printed copies of this to distribute next class. 

7. Have the students write poem on a topic of their choice. (This will be 
used as a form of Formative Pre-Assessment to guide further lessons and 
understand what level students are at.) 

MATERIALS NEEDED
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Storybook

Example of Portfolio

ASSESSMENT

Steps to check for student understanding

Formative (during teaching): Student discussion in small groups and class as a whole. Student 
poems. 
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